
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 

Newsletter Date 
Wednesday 

7th March 2018 

2018 Term One 
 

Week Seven 

 

 

 

Welcome to Week 7 
 
Another busy week of learning at St. Joseph’s.  Our Prep children are excited to be presenting their first assembly 

on Friday morning.  Year Three are having a liturgy in their classroom at 2:15pm on Thursday afternoon and 

parents are warmly invited.  Both the assembly and the liturgy reflect the learning that is occurring in the 

classrooms. 

 

Year Four have been learning about the First Fleet and the convict era in Australia.  They are enjoying listening to Mrs. Bernie and Mrs. 

McGregor reading Tom Appleby, an historic novel about the times.  Years Five and Six have been very passionate about planning their 

learning space and writing very persuasively to me about their choices. 

 

Years One and Two reminded us on assembly last week about RESPECT.  It is something I’m sure you all talk with your children 

about, as do we as teacher on a daily basis.  However, I wonder if we, as adults, sometimes forget about the dignity of each person and 

we need to be mindful of how our words and/or actions may affect others. 

 

Gossip and Rumours… Did You Hear? 

 

As a Catholic School, we sometimes need to be reminded about the seriousness of participating in gossip.  

Gossip is when you listen to a conversation with a friend, who heard it from another friend, who heard it 

from a person in the café, who read it in an email which was written by somebody who heard it from 

someone else.  Chances are, rumours and gossip are always floating around our school or community.  

That’s totally normal.  After all, everyone gossips – even parents, celebrities, and politicians.  It’s part of 

how we communicate and stay connected with other people’s lives.  Sometimes, this is harmless, but at 

other times it can be very hurtful to individuals, friendships, and whole groups of people.  Did you know 

that spreading rumours about someone is a form of bullying?  Yes it is!!! 

 

Let’s talk about what rumours and gossip really are, why people circulate them, and how you can stop them from doing damage to you 

and the people you care about.  So, what ARE rumours, exactly?  Is there a difference between a rumour and a piece of gossip?  Well, 

this is what characterizes a rumour:  A rumour is a piece of information or a story that has not been verified, meaning that the person 

telling it doesn’t know if it’s true or false. Rumours spread from person to person, or can spread from one person to a whole bunch of 

people at once. 

 

Rumours can change slightly each time they’re told, so they get more exaggerated over time. 

A rumour might be true, it might be partially true and partially made up, or it might be totally made up.  Unless somebody can definitely 

say that a story is real or fake, it will stay a rumour. 

Here’s a good example of a rumour: “I heard the Principal is not allowing the children to play at morning tea break.”  Not True! 

 

Gossip is talk that is somehow “juicy,” meaning it deals with subjects that are shocking or personal. 

Gossip is usually about things like relationships, or private things that people don’t talk openly about. Gossip about a person is usually 

spread behind that person’s back. Gossip can be true, false, or a rumour. 

 

When a piece of gossip is known to be false, it is a lie, plain and simple.  Someone who spreads a lot of gossip can be called “a gossip.”  

If a piece of gossip about somebody is true, it can still be very hurtful because that information may be private and personal.  Here’s an 

example of gossip: “Jane told me that my daughter said her friend said that your daughter said…”  Not all types of rumours and gossip 

are alike, and some can be more hurtful and damaging than others.  

 

Misinformation: Many rumours are just about people getting things wrong, or  believing in exaggerations.  Often people will 

swear up and down that they know something to be true when, in reality, they’re just passing on a rumour they’ve heard from someone. 

 

An example of a rumour that’s just misinformation: “I heard that it’s okay to drive 5km an hour above the speed limit.  The police can’t 

give you a ticket unless you go faster than that.”  For the record, this is not true.  The speed limit is the speed limit, but this rumour is 

so widespread that people often use it as an excuse with police officers who are writing them speeding tickets! 

Principal’s Letter to Parents 



It’s easy for people to feel less responsible when staring a rumour online, especially if they’re able to do it anonymously.  Remember 

that starting a rumour this way, or passing it on, can be even more damaging than if it’s done in person because of how many eyes it 

can reach in a short period of time.  It only takes the press of a button to send and the damage is done!  A hurtful rumour that’s spread 

through cyber-gossip should be taken just as seriously as any other kind of rumour. 

 

The social media available to us has taken gossiping to a whole new level.  Unfortunately, this can lead to cyber bullying and be very 

traumatizing to vulnerable people.  Celebrities and politicians are easy targets for internet gossip and careers are ruined by unintended 

tweets.  Everyone should use technology responsibly, but many abuse their newfound privileges.  Be careful what you put into 

cyberspace or it may come back to haunt you and always check the sources of what you see or read.  Chances are it’s just more cyber-

gossip. 

 

POJECT COMPASSION 

I’m sure the children are looking forward to their fish and chips on Friday as we use this opportunity to fundraise for Caritas’ Project 

Compassion.   

 

There will be other fundraising activities in the coming weeks. Stay tuned! 

 

 

WORKING BEE - SATURDAY 17 MARCH 7AM - 12PM 
Calling all parents/caregivers - please support the school by giving up some of your valuable time and effort on Saturday 17 

March.  We are holding  a working bee from 7am - 12pm.  there are a number of small jobs that require your talents so even if you 

only have an hour to spare, we would be very grateful. 

 

Jobs and equipment include: 

Cleaning windows and screens     Scrubbing sports centre  

Weeding gardens       Sand pit - topping up and turning over sand 

Raking and turning over mulch under playgrounds  Cleaning out and re-organising Prep shed                    

Cleaning our shed – we need utes and trailers to be able to take items to the dump                                          

Other equipment – rakes and brooms, secateurs, buckets  

 

 

VOLUNTEER STUDENT PROTECTION 

We thank parents expressing an interest in volunteering at St. Joseph’s. Students, teachers, staff, parents, and the community benefit 

from the work of individuals like you who freely share their talents, time and resources. We also know that as a volunteer, you too will 

be rewarded. We encourage your support for one hour/one day a week/one day on a special project or an excursion volunteering your 

efforts make a difference for students. 

 

Each parent is encouraged to participate in the Student Protection Volunteer Online Course (Brisbane Catholic Education) prior to 

committing to volunteering in the school. Guidelines have been established for the safety of both students and volunteers. Upon 

completion of the Student Protection Online Course, organised by the school, simply fill out the form and submit to the Office for 

processing. 

 

Volunteer Process 

 Participate in the Online Student Protection Course.   

For the safety of our students, a completed Student Protection BCE Volunteer Form must be submitted. 

St. Joseph’s welcomes volunteers but we need to know who is in the buildings during school hours, therefore, visitors must sign in 

and out of the school. 

 
David Francis, Guidance Counsellor, is running a session for parents tomorrow morning at 8:40am.  Please RSVP to the Office so he 

knows how many are attending.  This is for parents who may not have Internet access at home or feel unsure about completing the 

training by themselves. 

 

 

 

P & F Meeting: Tuesday 13 March 7pm 

 

Year 5/6 Parents: Sydney/Canberra Meeting Tuesday 13 March 6pm Remember to send back any questions you have prior to the 

meeting. 

 

School Fees – These were sent out recently and are now due.  Please make an appointment to see me if you have any difficulties 

regarding fee payment. 

 

 

Terese 



 

 

  
 

The Caritas Australia fundraising efforts are in full swing at St Joseph’s. From Pancake 

Relays and Ice-Cream Sandwiches to Fish and Chips, we continue to raise much needed 

funds through these wonderful fundraising efforts. A BIG thank you to our staff, 

students and families for getting on board.  

 

Our fundraising efforts will continue next week with a “Crazy 

Hair” day on Friday 16 March. Crazy Hair Day is the 

perfect excuse to tease, colour, gel or twist your hair, all in 

the name of Caritas. If students would like to participate in 

our “Crazy Hair” day we would just kindly ask for a GOLD 

coin donation to support our fundraising efforts for Caritas.  

 

Also, next Friday, Australian schools will stand united in their communities to celebrate 

the eighth National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. We invite our students to 

wear something orange in support of bringing awareness to such a global concern. 

Wearing ORANGE provides a powerful, visually compelling expression of solidarity. When 

hundreds of individuals in a school or organisation wear orange, the vibrant statement 

becomes a conversation starter, sending the unified message to our students that 

bullying is not okay.  

We invite our students to wear something orange next Friday, 16 March. Please keep in 

the mind that anything worn by students must still be “sun-safe” and appropriate (e.g. 

closed in shoes).  

 

So, just to summarise the above information….next Friday,16 May students are invited 

to wear something orange in support of the National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence as well as have “crazy hair” in support of Caritas. Student may like to do both, or 

just focus on one.  

Some students may like to have an orange “crazy hair” design. The choice is yours! This is 

by no means compulsory but rather an opportunity for our students to show their support 

for these wonderful organisations.   

 



 

  

 
 

Lastly, our church has a rich tradition in nurturing and sustaining the faith of Catholics 

through the sacraments. We are indeed greatly blessed as a church to be able to 

celebrate and offer such spiritual treasures to members of our community. As such we 

seek to present families with an opportunity to engage with their faith in a meaningful 

and intentional way. In the coming week, information will go home to our Year 3-6 

parents/carers in regards to the opportunity for those students to engage in the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Please keep an eye out for notices in regards to this. In 

the meantime, if you have any queries, please contact Fr Biju at the St Joseph’s Parish. 

 

 A Lenten Reflection: Jesus is judged by Pontius Pilate  

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 

with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound 

Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 

so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate 

asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges 

they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that 

Pilate was amazed.... Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released Barabbas.... [and] handed [Jesus] over to be crucified.  

Mark 15: 1-5. 15  

 

Jesus, you stood all alone before Pilate. Nobody spoke up for you. Nobody helped 

defend you. You devoted your entire life to helping others, listening to the smallest 

ones, caring for those who were ignored by others. They didn’t seem to remember 

that, as they prepared to put you to death.  

 

Reflection  

Can we find the courage to say "No!" when people are treated badly?  

 

Have a wonderful week!  

 

Keep smiling  

 

Bec  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 6 
Year 6 - Cadence Webster 

Trader Ahern 

Year 5 - Nick Meyers 

Prep - Maizie Doyle 

Year 1/2 - Sahara Hitchcock 

Year 3 - Livia Roth 

Awesome work guys! 
 
 

What ’s happening….. 
 

Year 3 Liturgy  

Thursday 8 March, 2:15pm  

Prep Assembly 

Friday 9 March  

Fish & Chips for CARITAS  

Friday 9 March  

Crazy Hair Day for CARITAS 

Friday 16 March  

National Day of Action Against Bullying 

Friday 16 May  

Sports News 

 

Cross Country training will begin next Tuesday morning (7:45-8.30am) and Thursday afternoon 

(3:15-4pm) for any interested students. Training is available to all students and will be held 

twice a week in the lead up to the  

Cross Country carnival on Monday 26 March. Please meet Miss O’Connor on the oval for training 

sessions… all welcome! 

 

Softball Training will continue for students that were selected for South Burnett at the recent 

trials. Training will commence on Thursday mornings next week from 7:45am.  
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FROM THE OFFICE: 

 Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!  

 Spare 2018 calendars are available, please let the office know if you would like an extra for family 

members 

 If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know. 

 Year 5/6 are seeking donations of small pots, teacups, mugs and saucers for their latest Canberra 

fundraising venture - A Plant and Bake sale - Please contact the office if you can help. Thank you! 

 
P & F MEETING 

The next meeting for the Parents and Friends Association is next Tuesday March 13th. All are 

welcome! 

 
ICECREAM SANDWICHES  

Year 5/6 are selling their ice cream sandwiches tomorrow Thursday 8th March  at snack for $2 each. 

Profits will go towards Caritas.  

 
TUCKSHOP: 

Tuckshop orders for next Thursday are due together with payment on Monday March 12th! Late 

orders cannot be guaranteed to be filled due to stock on hand. 

 
BOOKCLUB: 

Please return orders and payment for Issue 2 of Bookclub  (if not using the online LOOP system) by  

Friday March 16th. Our school receives 20% of orders in credit for books from Scholastic and so 

this is a great opportunity to stock up for Easter!  

 
WORKING BEE 

Calling all parents/caregivers - please support the school by giving up some of your 

valuable time and effort on Saturday 17 March.  We are holding  a working bee 

from 7am - 12pm.  There are a number of small jobs that require your talents so 

even if you only have an hour to spare, we would be very grateful. 

 
SOUTH BURNETT COWHORSE COMPETITION 

 8-00/9-00am Friday 11th May 2018 at Nanango Showgrounds 

 Open to all students of South Burnett Schools  

 Nominations close Monday 23rd April 2018 

Events include: 

Team Penning,     Working Cow Horse,  

Western Bending,     Barrel Race,  

Whip Cracking     Lead and Ridden Stock horse etc. 

Nomination forms available from:   www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au or contact St. Joseph’s school office 

for entry forms. 

 

 

**There has been a  suspected case of chicken pox reported in our school community. If your child is 

unwell or shows symptoms, contact your doctor. 
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GAYNDAH NETBALL 2018  
Registrations for netball in 2018 are now open. We would love for you 

to join us for  another year of netball so don't forget to jump online and 

register for the upcoming season on the link below: 

 https://mynetball.resultsvault.com/Login 
Ladies Netball Competition commences on Monday 12th March 2018. 

Junior players aged 13-18years are eligible to play in the Ladies Netball 

competition. Players looking for a team contact club secretary 0419 518 423 

Gayndah Junior Netball  
Training days are: 

 Monday    3.30-5.30 11-12yrs  3.30-5pm 7-10yrs  3.30-4.30pm 5-6yrs 

Thursday  3.30-5.30pm 13-15yrs  3.30-5.30 pm 11-12yrs 

Training will be held at the Gayndah Netball Courts at the Gayndah Sportsground . 

Junior coaching will commence on : 
Thursday 15th March 12/U & 15/U 

Monday 19th March  12/U  &10/U {excluding 5-6yrs who will commence on 23rd April} 

Nominations fees are :  

$135.00 Senior players and Junior players playing in Ladies competition. 

$100.00 Junior Players 

$85.00 Set &Go Players {7-10} 

$77.00 Net  Players {5-6} 

$35.00 Non playing members 
 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 


